
 

 

 

 

 

The Older Persons’ Fund at The Community Foundation for Ireland  

The Older Persons’ Fund at The Community Foundation for Ireland is a long term 

philanthropic fund promoting the civic engagement of older people in their communities. 

The Fund builds on The Community Foundation’s long standing engagement and 

commitment to supporting older people in their communities. The Foundation has invested 

over €1m in the sector since it was set up in 2000. 

The Older Persons’ Fund has been set up with an initial investment of €3m provided by The 

Community Foundation (€1m) and The Atlantic Philanthropies (€2m). CFI is targeting an 

additional €1m to be raised and allocated to the fund between now and 2018, as well as on 

going fund development in the longer term. 

Why an Older Persons’ Fund? 

It is estimated that by 2041, people aged over 65 will account for 22% of the population in 

Ireland, compared to some 11% today. Earlier this year, The Community Foundation for 

Ireland published VitalSigns, a report card grading twelve key areas that affect the quality of 

life of those who live, work and learn in Ireland. Key priorities amongst citizens in relation to 

older people are engagement in community, social connections and loneliness; home 

(including independent living, home care services and family) and end of life care. VitalSigns 

also highlighted the potential for older people to play a more active role in politics, their 

communities and families. 

The Government’s National Positive Ageing Strategy acknowledges that “…..global ageing 

will put increased economic and social demands on all countries. At the same time, older 

people are a precious, often ignored resource that makes an important contribution to the 

fabric of our society”.  

  



 

 

The Older Persons’ Fund seeks to realise the benefits of this changing demographic 

by building a long term sustainable fund to support older peoples’ voices at a local 

and national level and their capacity to engage fully in all strands of society including 

community development, education, health, sports and leisure and politics.  

In line with this goal, the mission of the Older Persons’ Fund is to support strategic 

community based and national activities promoting Older People as Active Citizens and 

Advocacy - including influencing policy, community decision-making processes, leadership, 

negotiation and other ways to give greater “voice” to Older People. 

Areas of interest  

The Fund will support locally initiated projects promoting older people’s civic engagement 

in: 

a) Advocacy by older people themselves on issues that affect their welfare or on issues 

that they care about; 

b) Promotion of older people’s participation as active citizens in their communities and 

their inclusion in civic life; 

c) Any activity that addresses older people’s social exclusion, for example loneliness 

and isolation, where increased civic participation is a planned outcome. 

In its first three years of operation, priority will be given to projects within a) and b) above. 

At a future point (after 2018), as the Fund grows beyond the core €3m, the resources of the 

Fund may be used to address needs beyond civic engagement as new needs arise.  

Process 

 The Fund will be a ring fenced, permanent thematic fund of €3m and up to €4m by 

2018 within The Community Foundation, with potential for further long term 

growth. Disbursement from the Fund will be through CFI’s existing Grants 

Assessment Panel subject to the approval of the CFI Board.  

  The Fund will work with key stakeholders in the sector and the growing network of 

Age Friendly Counties to identify future needs, to optimise the impact of the Fund 

and promote awareness of the Fund at a grassroots level. 

 



 

 

Our Grants 

The Older Persons’ Fund will assist a variety of initiatives to positively support older 

people in Ireland. Details of our grants, including criteria and application forms, will 

be posted on our website as each round opens. 

Key dates 

In 2014 there will be two rounds of The Older Persons’ Fund. 

 Round 1 will open for applications on 3rd February 2014. Full criteria and application 

forms will be available on our website from 3rd February. The closing date will be 12th 

March 2014. 

 Round 2 will open for applications on 3rdJune 2014. Full criteria and application 

forms will be available on our website from 3rd June. The closing date will be 31st 

July 2014. 

 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the grant making process, please contact 

Larry Moylan, Grants & Donor Services Executive on 01 874 3824 or by email 

lmoylan@foundation.ie 

Supporting The Older Persons’ Fund  

Help to build a strong Older Persons’ Fund at the Community Foundation for Ireland for the 

future by: 

 Supporting the long term endowed fund  

In contributing to The Older Persons’ Fund at The Community Foundation for Ireland 

you will be investing in a permanent and sustainable fund, which will also be flexible 

in meeting the changing needs of older people in Ireland over time. The Fund will 

provide a guaranteed means to support projects in the years ahead – in good times 

and bad. The Older Persons’ Fund has been set up with an initial investment of €3m 

provided by The Community Foundation (€1m) and The Atlantic Philanthropies 

(€2m). We have set a target of growing the Fund by an additional €1m by 2018 – we 

need your help to reach this target! 

  Leaving a legacy to The Older Persons’ Fund 

A legacy is when you leave a sum of money in your will to a charitable cause.  



 

 

Once you have looked after your loved ones, you may wish to support The Older 

Persons’ Fund. However much you choose to leave is up to you. By including The 

Fund in your will, you will be helping to establish a permanent charitable fund to 

support older people in Ireland today and in the future.  

 Establishing a Memorial Fund  

As part of The Older Persons’ Fund, you may like to establish an ‘In Memoriam Fund’ 

in the name of a loved one who has passed away. This can be a powerful way of 

supporting great projects and ensuring that a person’s name lives on in a profound 

and meaningful way, helping to improve the lives of older people, now and in the 

future. 

 Championing the fund  in your network or community/voluntary group 

As a community leader in the community and voluntary sector organisations which 

support older people in Ireland, you can play a really influential role in making your 

network or organisation aware of the Fund and opportunities to donate. We would 

be delighted if you would create a link between your website and The Older Persons’ 

Fund and make your stakeholders aware of the opportunity to include the Fund in 

their legacy. 

 Making a once off donation or annual commitment to support the Fund 

While the endowment (long term fund) is growing, this will help ensure that as many 

projects as possible are supported in the short term. 

 Becoming a corporate partner with The Older Persons’ Fund 

The Older Persons’ Fund provides an opportunity to companies that wish to make a 

real difference to the lives of older people in Ireland. 

 

If you would like to discuss any of these giving opportunities, please contact  

Jackie Harrison, Head of Development on 01 874 3818 or by email Jharrison@foundation.ie  

 

For further information on The Older Persons’ Fund please visit the Giving section of The 

Community Foundation for Ireland website at www.communityfoundation.ie 
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